
‘Mat Collishaw, the former Young British Artist – not so young any more – is having a
second life as Britain’s most intelligent creator of digital art. His hyperrealistic mask of the
Tudor queen comes to life, whirring and grimacing, to shock visitors in the shadowy former royal
chambers of the Queen’sHouse.

It is unsettling to see a figure from history bemused by her own image. Collishaw meditates not
just on age and youth – his Elizabeth is about the same age as his YBAgeneration is now – but
the macabre side of portraiture itself.

Collishaw’s mask of Elizabeth I sees past her own contrived fiction to the loneliness and fear of
death behind the pomp.’

— Jonathan Jones








